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SUB J : ALBERT S. TALALIA, NEW MALAYSIAN HICOM TO CANADA 

1. ALBERT TALALLA, POLITICAL UNDERSECRETARY TO THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS TOLD ME HE WILL 

SHORTLY BE NAMED AS MALAYSIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER TO CANADA. 
TALALLA SAID TAN SRI PHILIP KWOK HOCK KHEE, AMBASSADOR 
TO THE GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC HAD INITIALLY BEEN PICKED 
FOR THE JOB, BUT HAD DECIDED ON EVE OF REQUEST FOR AGREMENT 
TO RETIRE FROM DIPLOMATIC SERVICE. 

2. TALALLA SAID FURTHER THAT OPENING OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH CUBA WOULD BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY AND THAT 
HE WOULD BE ACCREDITED ALSO TO HAVANA. GOM HICOM TO 

CANADA IS ALSO ACCREDITED TO CARIBBEAN COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES 
SO TALALLA IS LOOKING FORWARD TO PLEASANT BREAKS FROM OTTAWA 
WINTERS. 
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